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Footsteps in Saint-Germain-en-Laye where my French ancestor Francois Sirois dit Duplessis lived during the 17t

century.
Francois is my 6t great grandfather (matrilineal line), his granddaughter Catherine Sirois dit Duplesis (born 1773)

is my 4th great grandmother.

Also, described here are footsteps in the adjacent royal forest of Saint-Germain-en-Laye.




FRANCOIS SIROIS DIT DUPLESSIS 1673 - 1737

The birth date and place for my ancestor Francois Sirois dit Duplessis are not known with absolute certainty. | have provided some details
about the origin of Francois on the last page of this presentation for readers that may be interested. It is likely that Francois spent most of
his years living in France in the town of Saint-Germain-en-Laye. Therefore, | visited this former royal town.

On December 18,1711 Francois signed his name as a witness to the notarized sale of land between Charles Dechennes and Felix Aubert at
Kamouraska. His actual arrival date to New France is believed to have been about 1700. Marcel Fournier, a renowned historian and
genealogist has recently created a file for Francois Sirois dit Duplessis in his pioneer database (found at https://archiv-
histo.com/pionniers.php). Due to the dit nickname of Duplessis and his arrival date after 1700, Marcel believes that is reasonable to assume
that Francois Sirois dit Duplessis was a soldier in the Marine Troops.

Francois signed both his marriage contracts; this indicates that he had received some education in France.

Francois appears to have been well established when he married Marie Anne Thiboutot, a widow, on November 28, 1713, at Riviere
Ouelle. His dowry was 500 pounds. Marie-Anne Thiboutot offered her future husband the share of land that belonged to her in the estate
of her first husband, Noel Pelletier. Francois and Marie Anne had 5 children between the years of 1714 and 1721, 2 boys and 3 girls. All
these children were born and baptized at Riviere Ouelle.

In March of 1721, Francois became a widower with 4 children and one step-daughter (from Marie Anne Thiboutot first marriage to Noel
Pelletier). On June 5, 1721, Francois married Marie Francoise Roy. Francois and Marie Francoise had 8 children between the years of 1722
and 1736, 5 boys and 3 girls. At least 6 of these children were also born and baptized at Riviere Ouelle.

Francois worked hard as both a farmer and a fisherman. A 2" beluga fishing society was formed by the settlers at Riviere Ouelle in 1710.
The settlers in the area had fishing rights included in their concession contract, however they did not have the money required for a
commercial fishing venture. There were merchants interested in the commercial fishing venture, but they did not have the legal rights, or
the labor required. The two parties will undertake various agreements and participate in vigorous disputes over many years. As a settler at
Riviere Ouelle, and a husband to a widow previously married to one of the founders of the 2nd fishing society Francois was involved in this
activity. And he would eventually own all the land concession at Riviere Ouelle which was originally granted to his first father-in-law Jacques
Thiboutot in 1676. This land included six acres of frontage along the St. Lawrence River and was about 250 acres in total.

Alas, famine and disease struck the area in 1737. Francois died as a result and he was buried on November 15, 1737, in Riviere Ouelle.
Francois’ Legacy: 11 of his children raised large families; at least 102 grandchildren; almost one million descendants.

Left: This is an image of Francois Sirois’ signature his 1721 marriage contract: “F Cirroi”




EGLISE SAINT GERMAIN Exterior Views

This is the 4t church erected on the same site. The first church was built around 1020, it was
devoted to Saint Vincent & Saint Germain. The 2nd church was built during the reign of Charles
V, 14t C and fell into ruins in 1681. Louis XIV had the 3" church built —it was consecrated in
1683. The 4t" church was started in November 1766 but not consecrated until 1829.

Therefore, a picture of the church that my ancestor Francois ¥
Sirois may have frequented during his life here is not available.
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EGLISE SAINT GERMAIN Interior Views
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CHATEAU de SAINT-GERMAIN-EN-LAYE A former royal palace, numerous kings of France lived here over the centuries.
From King Louis VI in 1122 to Louis XIV who moved the royal court to Versailles in 1682.

Moat along North side of

the Chateau

Saint Louis Chapel
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Louis XIV turned the chateau over to King James Il of England in 1688
and for more than a century English royalty and nobles lived here.
So, during the time that Francois Sirois dit Duplessis lived at Saint-
Germain-en-Laye the chateau was not occupied by French royalty.
Many royal edicts and peace treaties were signed here, including a
significant peace treaty at the end of World War 1.

Thanks to Napoleon Bonaparte, it is now an archaeological museum.
Unfortunately, it was closed on the day of my visit to the town.
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_ Ancient Map of Saint-Germain-en-Laye
. and Surroundings circa 1709
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total. Note #11 Hotel D’Omont. Is this a mansion for Dumont family relatives of Francois Sirois’ mother?
Source: https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b530530966.r=saint%20germain%20en%20laye?rk=171674;4 Accessed 19 Sept 2023

Source gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothéque nationale de France
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Hotel de la Marquise Maintenon

Further along the RUE DU VIEIL ABREUVOIR
Street Referenced on ancient map.
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In the latter part of the 17" century the town developed o |
rapidly. By 1680 Saint-Germain-en-Laye had 12,000 ’-5"‘.; ﬁﬂi
inhabitants. The nobles built numerous mansions —some
of which still exist today. The Marquise de Maintenon
who was the mistress and later the second wife of King
Louis XIV, purchased this mansion in 1680 (built 1643).
The wrought iron balcony however dates to 1880




Hotel de Guise

it was the departure point

)
(2]
S
©
(S}
@
o
)
€
©
c
.B

ince 1700 the street has had th
or stagecoaches travelling to neighbor

)

RUE DES COCHES

Below

is and Versailles.

ing Par
ine, Duc de Gu
grandson of the “Balafre” or slashed face a reference to a famous dual fought on the grounds of the

towns includ

ing
te mansion owned by Henri ll de Lorra

ic “coche”
The Hotel de Gu

of the publ

ise and

Iva

Ise was a pr

Right:

Chateau Saint-Germain.

Street Referenced on ancient map.
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More views of RUE DES COCHES



bakers who set out their stalls there on

market days.
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RUE DES ECUYERS
(SQUIRES)

So named since 1618,
probably in reference to
the numerous knights
who lived in Saint-
Germain-en-Laye along
with their horsemen.

The first marriage record
for Francois Sirois
includes a unique

description of his
parents back in France:
“son of Jean Sirois and
Marie Therese Dumont
both residing at the
home of the Duke of
Elbeuf being his under
squire at SGelL.”

Could Francois have
spent some of this time
along this street?




Place du Marché Neuf -Referenced on ancient map.
It was market day in the old center of the town.




VIEW OF PARIS from the “Terrace”, André Le No6tre’s landscape masterpiece —a huge balcony over the Seine.

Grande Arche de la Défense Eiffel Tower‘
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PAVILLON HENRY IV, Restaurant and Hotel are located on the site of the former Chateau Neuf overlooking the Seine River.
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HISTORIC SAINT-GERMAIN-EN-LAYE

The history of the town of Saint-Germain-en-Laye (SGel) has long been linked to the presence of the chateaux which was a
regular residence of the kings of France until the mid 17t century. The present chateau and chapel were originally built in the
12th century. This chateau was devasted by a storm in 1390, pillaged in 1415, and occupied by the English in the early 15t
century. In 1539, King Francois | sponsored a major transformation of the chateau into the Renaissance style, (it was restored
under Napoleon lll, to its present form today). The village surrounding the chateau benefitted from the development of trade
linked to the court such as taverns and silk merchants. The country inhabitants showed up at increasingly famous fairs (wine
growers, plowmen).

From 1559 to around 1600 a second chateau, known as the “Chateau Neuf” was constructed during the reigns of Kings
Henri 11 to Henri IV. Terraces, fountains, grottos and gardens from the Chateau Neuf down the Seine River were completed
during this time. With this large construction project, the population grew: In 1600 it was 3,540 and in 1640 it was 6,000.

From 1661 to 1682, King Louis XIV spent a significant part of his time in Saint-Germain-en-Laye. He had French gardens and
the Grande Terrasse designed by André Le Notre between 1663 and 1680. The town developed further at this time and its
population reached 12,000 inhabitants in 1680. The nobles built numerous mansions during this time, many of these still exist
today, and they are included on the tourist walking routes for the town.

Francois Sirois lived in SGel from about 1683 to about 1700. The royal court left and moved to Versailles in 1682. This
departure resulted in a prolonged decline to the town during the next few centuries. From 1689 until 1701, the exiled King of
Great Britain James 11 lived at the chateau. His widow Marie De Modena lived there until 1715.

Side note: Louis de Buade de Frontenac was born in SGel in 1622. He was a soldier, courtier and Governor General of New
France from 1672 to 1682 and again from 1689 to 1698. Is it possible that the New France Governor and my ancestor Francois
Sirois crossed paths at some point when Louis de Buade returned to France from 1682 to 16897

Sources: https://amisvieuxsaintgermain.org/histoire/ and https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-Germain-en-Laye Accessed 3 October 2023
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SAINT-GERMAIN-EN-LAYE TODAY | ftgm »
L Laye ™2
LOCATION: Saint-Germain-en-Laye is located 19km west of Paris. It is a western suburb of “ e e -
Paris, and it occupies most of one of the loops of the Seine River, with its historic city center |

in the southeast and the national forest dominating the remainder of the commune. -

POPULATION: In 2020, just over 44,000.

ECONOMY: Saint-Germain-en-Laye is home, among others, to the headquarters of Ford B i XN e 16
France, the French subsidiary of the Bose group , Pall France and Cargill France. Saint- b7 Sy WA N
Germain is a school town with at least forty primary and secondary education A A s g
establishments. ey @ SantCermainentaye B
o OUISUEY ) pugif:Malmaison
My visit to the historic town of Saint-Germain-en-Laye started with a brisk walk to the old market ) S Ut FODIRS
square, as | arrived just before noon, and was unsure how long the market would be open. After visiting 244 ssy-les Mouleaus” -

the market, | purchased a baguette and a very nice pastry from the Boulangerie du Chateau, for a picnic

lunch in the former royal forest. | walked along the grand terrace, which overlooks the Seine River. Paris
was visible from here, but the smog had to clear, and the pictures included on previous slides here were

taken late in the afternoon.

The forest was lovely to walk in as the temperature soared to more than 30 degrees during my visit.
After my forest walk, | visited the tourist center. As | walked along the suggested walking routes | passed
by small cafes, restaurants, small shops and outlets for popular French and International brands. |
enjoyed a beer at Le Soubise open air café in the Charles de Gaulle Plaza before taking the RER to return
to Paris. Many of the other patrons (mostly French) enjoyed coke and ice cream!



THE ORIGIN OF FRANCOIS SIROIS DIT DUPLESSIS

My ancestor Francois has proved to be a very difficult ancestor to find definitive documents for his France origins.

There is no “Fichier Origine” file for Francois Sirois dit Duplessis.

TJ Laforest has written a chapter about Francois in Volume 20 of “Our French-Canadian Ancestors”. The chapter starts with some key
guestions: about the meaning of Sirois as a surname? what is the origin of Duplessis? Why did Francois leave his homeland? No answers were
found or provided.

Many of my ancestors appear in “Ces Villes et Villages” whereby a team of researchers from Quebec and France have compiled short
dossiers (birth, marriage, burial details) for many French born pioneers of New France. Although there are 23 entries for the town of Saint-
Germain-en-Laye, Francois Sirois does not appear.

A distant cousin has recently completed extensive research that includes searching through many archival records in France. He has
concluded that Francois most likely was not actually born in Saint-Germain-en-Laye. A birth certificate for a Francois Siroy dated 1673, at
Seraincourt (a nearby town) records his father’s name as Jean and his mother as Pacquette Bourdillion. See FamilySearch.com for details.

Francois was married twice, and the two notarial documents (both were prepared by the same notary) state his French origins slightly
different. In the first marriage notary document “Francois Sirois Duplesy, son of Jean Syrois dit Duplesy and Marie Theresse Dumon, lived in St.
Germain [En Laye], diocese of Paris, both lived with the Duke of Alboeu and his under squire” In the second marriage document “Francois
Sirois dis Duplesy living in the seigneury of La Bouteillerie, born native of St Germain En les, Bishop of Paris, son of the late Jean Sirois and
Marie Engeligue dumon, his father and mother”

There are 3 issues with the Seraincourt birth certificate document. First, the location of Seraincourt. It is possible that while Francois was
born there, but he lived most of his life in Saint-Germain-en-Laye after his father re-located there on or before 1683. If Francois lived in SGel
from 1683 onward until he left France, he would have spent most of his life in SGel and he therefore considered it be the town in France
where he was from. Second the date of 1673, does not agree with the age of 33 that Francois provided in the parish record for his first
marriage. If he was 33 in 1713, then his birth date would be 1680. It is possible that Francois lied about his age to improve his suitability as a
husband. Third, the name of his mother. He stated her name as Marie Angeliqgue Dumont, but the birth certificate names Pacquette
Bourdillion. It is possible that Marie Dumont was a second wife for Jean Sirois, ( no actual marriage record has been found for either woman).
Perhaps Francois considered his step-mother as his actual mother and provided her name to honor her.

The bottom line here is that it is likely that Francois Sirois did spend most of the years he lived in France at Saint-Germain-en-Laye and that is
why | chose to visit this suburb of Paris.
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