
CHEMIN DE LA ROCHELLE
May and September 2018

Footsteps in the city of La Rochelle where Marie Asselin my 7th great grandmother was born and lived, before she 
left France with her father and step-mother. 
And where Jean Beauchamp my 8th great grandfather was born and lived, before he left  France with his brother.
And where many of my ancestors departed France and crossed the Atlantic to start a new life in New France.



ORIGIN FILE FOR MY ANCESTORS who were NEW FRANCE PIONEERS who were born in LA ROCHELLE
see https://www.fichierorigine.com/ 

https://www.fichierorigine.com/


CERTIFIED COPY OF MELOCHE GENEALOGY see https://www.fichierorigine.com/dossiers/242866.pdf

My 6th great grandfather Francois 
Meloche was baptized at 
Frontenay Rohan-Rohan in 1676. 
He is known as “Francois the 
Canadian”, as he was the only 
family member to settle in New 
France. The following slides will 
refer to him this way.  Francois 
sailed to New France in the late 
17th Century and married Marie 
Mouflet in Montreal during 1700.

This family tree notes the 
marriage dates and locations 
above the husband and wife.  As 
you can see although some of 
Francois’ siblings remained in 
Frontenay Rohan-Rohan, three of 
his sisters and two of his aunts 
were married in La Rochelle.  My 
footsteps in La Rochelle included 
a visit to these church locations.



The medieval towers at La Rochelle would have been the last image of France 
that many of my ancestors saw as they left France in the 17th Century.  

Here is a list of some of 
my ancestors that I am 
certain departed France 
from La Rochelle:
    Charles Allaire                 
    Marie Asselin
    Jean Beauchamp
    Rene Binet
    Anne Dodin
    Catherine Fievre
    Marie Jalais
    Jean Lauze
    Laurent Levasseur
    Francois Meloche
    Jean Mouflet
    Pierre Payette
    Antoine Roy



More views of La Rochelle’s Inner Harbor

From the ferry boat looking back at the Old Port (La Vieux Port) of La Rochelle

From the inner harbor esplanade looking out towards the ocean

From the inner harbor esplanade looking back into the old 
section  of La Rochelle –Eglise Saint-Sauveur is in the 
middle background



Brochure available for download at http://cfqlmc.org/pdf/LaRochelle/Depliant-LR-Quebec2015.pdf Accessed 15 August 2022

This brochure outlines 17 
stops in the city of La 
Rochelle.   This walk was 
inaugurated on May 16th 

2013, to commemorate 
350 years since the first 
Daughters of the King 
(Filles du Roi) emigrated 
from France to New 
France (now Quebec, 
Canada).

I completed this walk on 
September 17 and 18, 
2018.

I have only included the 
stops that are most 
relevant to my ancestry.

http://cfqlmc.org/pdf/LaRochelle/Depliant-LR-Quebec2015.pdf


The old port of La Rochelle view from the Lantern tower.
This is stop 1 of the commemorative walk “Chemin du Quebec” –In the footsteps of New France, Canadian places of Memory in La Rochelle.



This is stop 2 of 
the walk 
“Chemin du 
Quebec” –In the 
footsteps of New 
France, Canadian 
places of 
Memory in La 
Rochelle.



Francoise Meloche (the sister of 
Francois the Canadian) was married 
in this church in 1690.  It is likely 
that Francois attended the wedding 
as he had not yet departed for New 
France.

Interior of Saint-Sauveur



Stop 6 of the walk.

My ancestry note:  Le Taureau was a 
merchant ship which was 75% owned 
by Francois Peron.  It departed La 
Rochelle in 1658.  Francois Peron had 
“engaged” or contracted 16 men for 
Jean Bourdoin of Quebec City.  Jean 
and Charles Allaire (my 7th great 
grandfather) were among them.  
These hires were required to work as 
farm laborers for 3 years and then 
were free to either remain in New 
France or return to France.  Of the 16 
hires, 8 returned to France, one died 
and only 7 remained in New France, 
including both Jean & Charles Allaire.



Stop 9 of the commemorative walk-”In 
the footsteps of New France, Canadian 
places of Memory in La Rochelle.”  
I have documented 9 “Filles du Roy” in 
my ancestry (so far).



Below: This is the side of the 
building shown.  Note the chapel 
windows.  Today the oratory is 
used as an event hall.

The SAINT MARGUERITE CHAPEL (now known as L’Oratoire).  
Jean Beauchamp (b1644) my 8th great grandfather and his sisters and 
brothers were baptized here. .  Jean’s parents were married here in 
1630.  Jean’s older brother Jacques was married (1656) here to Marie 
Dardenne. 
Rene Ancelin married his second wife Marie Jouin (stepmother to my 
ancestress Marie Ancelin)  here in 1665.   Rene, his new wife and his 
young daughter Marie, would sail to New France shortly thereafter.

Stop 11 of the walk.

This is the front 
of the building.



NOTRE-DAME-DE-COUGNES 
Exterior views. 
Sign below provides details 
& views in the 17th Century.



NOTRE-DAME-DE-COUGNES –interior.  Marie Asselin my 7th great grandmother 
(matrilineal) was baptized here in 1651.  Her father Rene Ancelin (French ancestor 
to the Ancelin(Asselin) families of French North America) is commemorated on a 
plaque.  Rene Asselin’s was married first to Claire Rousselot (1647) and their 5 
children, including Marie Ancelin/Asselin were all baptized here.  
Also, Francois Meloche’s father married  his 2nd wife Therese Hernu here in 1663.



ST LOUIS CATHEDRAL  The great protestant temple (a prior building on this site) is where Jean Beauchamp’s 
grandparents were married in 1607.  The Saint Louis Cathedral we see today is typical of those built in the 18th 
Century during the Catholic counter-reformation.  It has an amazing chapel that commemorates La Rochelle as the 
“French harbor for Canada”.  (see the chapel window on the right)



SAINT BARTHELEMY 
Attached to the east end of the present cathedral (Saint Louis) 
see previous page is the late medieval Gothic bell tower of the 
Church of Saint Barthelemy, which was first constructed in 
1152 by monks from the Ile d’Aix.  The rest of the church was 
destroyed by the Huguenots in 1568.  The tower which is on 
one of the highest points of La Rochelle, was used as a gun 
tower against the besieging army of Louis X111 in 1627. 

Mary Meloche (sister of Francois the Canadian) married Jacques 
Bonneteau at St Barthelemy parish in 1704.
Two of Francois Meloche’s aunts were married at St Barthelemy parish:
Magdeleine Meloche in 1654 and  Marguerite Meloche in 1658



SAINT-NICOLAS
Only the façade of the former church remains.  It 
fronts a hotel these days.
Renee Meloche (sister of Francois the Canadian) 
married Antoine Yverneau at St Nicolas in 1701.  
Francois Meloche married Marie Mouflet at Notre 
Dame in Montreal, so he was not present at this 

sister’s wedding. 



The three medieval towers of La Rochelle 
Left: Nicolas tower
Middle: Chain tower
Right: Lantern tower



Old Market of La Rochelle (Vieux Marche de La Rochelle)



View of Old La Rochelle from the Lantern tower
Saint Barthelemy tower and Saint Louis Cathedral (directly behind the tower) are in the center of this view.



La Rochelle is known as the White City
(Ville Blanche) with its limestone facades.



Rue St Jean de Perot, a pedestrian only street  
in the center of the old section of La Rochelle.



Rue des Merciers shows typical arcades, limestone façades and some half-timbered buildings



Below is a view of Les Minimes Marina from the 
Lantern Tower and to the left a close-up of the 
marina while walking by.
The modern marina contrasts sharply with the old 
harbor (Vieux Port) of La Rochelle. 



Ship engraved above portal at City Hall

Another ship engraving 
found along the sea walk 
in the old port

Light boxes seen in the 
touristed walk around 
old harbor and medieval 
towers

Along the street close to 
the Lantern tower

The maritime tradition of La Rochelle is displayed with many vignettes found throughout the old port area.





LA ROCHELLE VISIT NOTES

I visited La Rochelle in May and September of 2018.  In May I undertook my first ancestral visit to France, a 
whirlwind tour that included Rouen, Niort, Le Bourdet, Frontenay Rohan-Rohan and La Rochelle.  In La 
Rochelle I had an opportunity to ask a local lady in a coffee shop if she recognized the names Meloche or 
Jolicoeur.  “Pas de tout” she replied, never heard of the name Meloche.  As for Jolicoeur she is surprised to 
learn that this is my last name, and tells me that Jolicoeur is a common expression in France for a 
“womanizer”, it is not known as a surname.

This first trip really sparked a keen interest in my ancestry.  It was not long before I prepared plans to 
combine this new interest with my passion for long distance walking.  

In September I flew to La Rochelle spent a few nights, completed an ancestral long distance walk in the 
Vendee department of the Pay de la Loire region where some of my ancestors originated from and ended 
my visit with a few more nights in La Rochelle.

Upon my arrival in September, I attended a mass at Saint Sauveur church.  I was surprised to see that there 
were not that many people attending.  The attendees seemed to be predominantly locals with only a few 
tourists. Upon leaving the church, I found a copy of a commemorative walk that had been made in 2013, to 
acknowledge the 350th anniversary of the first group of  Filles du Roi that sailed to New France.  I had 
actually discovered this walk on Guy Peron’s blog on the internet and had a copy of this with me, so it was 
very exciting to pick an original brochure! This was a fun walk to explore La Rochelle with and together with 
some Ancestral notes, my footsteps truly seemed to following that of my ancestors.



LA ROCHELLE TODAY

LOCATION:  La Rochelle is situated on the central west coast of France, on the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
La Rochelle is 400 km to the southwest of Paris. Of relevance to my ancestry, it 
is less than 70 km from Saint Philbert du Pont Charrault, less than 65 km from 
Niort and less than 55 km from Frontenay-Rohan-Rohan.

POPULATION: 2019 just over 77,000

MAIN ECONONMIC ACTIVITIES:  
La Rochelle is a port city with a strong administrative and services sector that is 
reinforced by the university and the rapidly developing Tourism industry.

Sources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Rochelle  Accessed 14 August 2022

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Rochelle
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