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Footsteps in the town of Chateaudun where Marie Chevreau my 9th great grandmother (matrilineal line) was
born (1645) and lived until she left France in 1665.

L'Eglise Saint Valérien where Marie was baptized is at the top center of the picture (see red outline). Eglise de
la Madeleine is to the right of the Chateau.

Also, described here are footsteps in the countryside surrounding Chateaudun. These include walking along
the Loir River to a forested natural preserve “Le Bois des Gats”




ORIGIN FILE FOR my ancestor MARIE CHEVREAU who was a PIONEER in NEW FRANCE see https://www.fichierorigine.com/

Eomemme ) o
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Lieudorigne ~ [Chéteaudun (St-Valérien) (Eure-et-Loir) 28088
C:atherin et Etiennette Jallu

Premiére mention au
1665

Fille du roi
9-10-1665
Juébec (Notre-Dame)

pays
Occupation a l'arrivée
Date de mariage

Lieu du mariage
René Réaume ou Réame
Chateau-Richer, 27-02-1724

Conjoint
Décés ou inhumation
Sa mere est baptisée a Chateaudun (St-Valérien) le 08-
02-1615. En France, elle est prénommeée Estiennette,
Anthoinette et Thiénette, dans les actes des enfants.
Devenue veuve, Thiénnette Jallu, m-2 & Chateaudun (St-
alérien), le 30-09-1653 avec Philippe Pastier. Quatre
réres et quatre soeurs sont nés et baptisés a
Chateaudun (St-Valérien) : Claude, le 05-10-1636 : Jean,
le 18-04-1638 ; Rose, le 16-03-1639; Julien, le 08-02-
1641; Suzanne, le 26-01-1643 ; Reneg, le 01-12-1647 ;
Marguerite et Michelle (jumelles), le 28-02-1650. En
1665, ses parents sont nommeés Francois Chevreau et
Antoinette Jallée. Ses grands-parents maternels sont
ean Jallu et Catherine Joncquet.
Denis E. Amyot ; Lise Dandonneau ; Roger LeBlanc
DGO, tome 1, p. 93
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Marie Chevreau was a Filles du Roi (Daughter of the King)-she is mentioned in
my Blog story . Her dowry of 200
L was large for the times (most often the dowry was 50L), she had 4 brothers and
4 sisters, and her father died when she was only 7 years old. Her mother, who
was an only child, Etiennette Jallu remarried in 1653 to Phillipe Pastier (no
children).

Marie Chevreau crossed the Atlantic together as part of one of the largest
contingent of Filles du Roi. The ship was Saint-Jean-Baptiste (300 tons) carrying
about 90 Filles du Roi and 30 Engagees. The ship sailed from Dieppe and arrived
in Quebec city on October 2, 1665.

Less than a month later, on October 29,1665 Marie would marry Rene Reaume,
a master carpenter from Aytre, New Aquitaine France. Marie and Rene had 13
children together! They had 11 boys and 2 girls. 5 of their sons would become
voyagers. Voyageurs transported goods and furs by canoe.

Their 6" son (Rene -not a voyageur) became a captain of the militia on the
Beaupre coast. Some believe that this son died on the battlefield of the Plains of
Abraham defending New France.

The couple are considered as founding pioneers for Charlesbourg, QC. The life
story for Rene Reaume and Marie Chevreau is written up in volume 1 of “Our
French Ancestors” by TJ La Forest.

Marie Chevreau most likely would have walked from Chateaudun to Dieppe, a
journey of about 300 kms. Marie was one of only 5 pioneers of New France
originating from Chateaudun that are documented in

Marie Chevreau is my French born ancestress ascending from the
matrilineal line of my paternal grandmother Andrea Timm.


https://www.fichierorigine.com/
https://ancestralfamilyfootprints.com/atlantic-crossings-of-my-french-ancestors-part-2/
https://www.cfqlmc.org/ces-villes-et-villages-de-france
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Aerial View of Chateaudun that includes some ancient town walls.

~ Eglise de la Madeleine is on the far right —Eglise Saint-Valérien cannot be seen in this

webtournaire.com




An image of Chateaudun showing the ancient town walls circa 1644.
Marie Chevreau my 9t great grandmother was born here in 1645.

Source: https://gallicaintramuros.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b53156729m/f2 Accessed 6 October 2023 source gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothéque nationale de France



https://gallicaintramuros.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b53156729m/f2
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Plan of the town of Chiteaudun before the fire of 1723

Chateaudun had many
churches. On the map to the
left, they are marked with a
red X except for Madeleine
and Valerien, which are
labelled with their names.

The gates to the town are
marked with a circle.
Unfortunately, these town
gates have disappeared over
the years.

Some of the town walls are
outlined in black.

Source for Map: https://www.chateaudun-tourisme.fr/planifier/visites/histoire-de-la-ville Accessed 15 August 2023

Source for Map Details: Gallica.bnf.fr /Bibliotheque nationale de France


https://www.chateaudun-tourisme.fr/planifier/visites/histoire-de-la-ville

Chateaudun Today

(Tourist Map)

Highlighted are the Chateau, Hotel-Dieu
(hospital), Eglise de la Madeleine and

Bois des Gats 4
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TOWN HALL

The Town Hall was destroyed by the great fire that ravaged the city in 1723 and was

M///r rebuilt in 1777 /n///l’rn’ 7)1//}/'/1

Louis XV charge (//l(/(s /[11(/1)1///1 architect of the king, to rebuild the city with a new
/7/1/7 which is a model 0//(‘) ((l7/Zl/’V(//V/7/I/7/7{/7LY

The Town Hall was built on the /armc/’ Place /\ovz/c which became Place du 18
Octobre in 1884, in memory of the > frerce battle that took place here in 1870 during
the Franco-Prussian War:
This heroic resistance allowed Chéteaudun the right to display the Cross of the
Légion d Honnewr on its coat n/ a1MS.




EGLISE Saint-Valérien
Front Entrance along
Rue Gambetta

Marie Chevreau my 9t
great grandmother was
baptized here in 1645.

A medieval church originally built during the 12t and 13th
centuries. The stone spire and clock were added in the 15t
C. The main entrance is made of a beautiful 13t C
Romanesque portal. The church has endured damage
during the French wars of religion, the great fire of 1723,
and German shells during 1870 and has been rebuilt and
added to over the centuries.




EGLISE Saint-Valérien Additional Exterior Views
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VENELLE DES RIBAUDES
Right: This narrow street is typical of the town’s medieval streets. It

runs along the walls of an old chapel dedicated to St Sebastien and

St Roch were people prayed during epidemics.
Below: Further along this street you see two original windows from the

old chapel, one was walled and the other was turned into a house

window.

VENELLE DES RIBAUDES

La Venelle des Ribaudes débouche sur le Cloitre Saint-Roch datant
du XV siécle.

Ce cloftre servait de résidence awx chanoines attachés au service de
[a Sainte-Chapelle du chateau.
Cette venelle est typique des rues médiévales de la ville.
Elle longe l'ancienne chapelle dédiée a Saint-Sébastien et & Saint-
Roch ot l'on venait se recueillir lors des épidémies.

. Vous remarquerez en passant les ‘dewx baies en arc brisé de
lancienne chapelle, lune murée et lautre transformée en fenétre

d'habitation.
The Venelle des Ribaudes leads to St Roch's Cloister which dates Sfrom the 15"

century.
This cloister housed the canons who were in charge of the castle chapel,
’iﬁum;vwsb;/’d :;/ gz;l;-/ of the town’s ancient medieval streets. E
runs along the an old chapel dedicated to St Sebasti
Zmypkpmﬂ@mgm;{m,;x o ‘ian and St Roch
long the street you will see two ogival wind
 walled and the other was turned. 1';1‘;513 house l:;f{tzﬁx:m e o



ST ROCH’S CLOISTER

Far Right: This 15t century gate allowed the cloister to be isolated during
epidemics.

Below: The gate is attached to the building which is situated at the start of the Place
Jehan de Denois.

15th C Gate

: 2
S S ) PR P <

|

CLOITRE SAINT-ROCH f

La Maison du Chapitre wmtimmm « chartrier » des |
oines, oit les chartes élaient co i
:l‘l.e,:tm?éno:mm& aujourd'hui Maison Lumitre en véftrence a la ‘
fumille d'Emest Lumiére, maire de la ville de 1870 21872, "
La Maison du Belvédere, i droite, était la dmre du Prévot
ines de la Sainte-Chapelle et de Saint- :
mﬁxf sidcle, ::ruh gauche, élait chargée disoler le
cloitre en cas d'épidémie.

ST ROCH'S CLOISTER l

Lo Maisom dic Ohapite s the library of the canons where charters were |
bpt

wm.ﬁmm-ﬁa was also mayor of the
: e of the canons




CHATEAU Chateaudun

The big tower on the left was built in the 12t C. The tower was embellished and
the extended in the 15t C (Dunois wing). During the 16 C the building on the far
right was added (Longueville wing). So, this impressive chateau existed when
Marie Chevreau lived in Chateaudun for the first 20 years of her life.

Big Tower

Dunois Wing

Longueville Wing

- -

Chateau de Chateaudun
© Patrick FORGET - www.sagaphotocom



PLACE JEHAN DE DUNOIS
Half timbered medieval
house located steps away
from the Chateau.
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MAISON LOUIS ESNAULT located : | | |
along Rue St Lubin. | e

i

MAISON
| Louls ESNAU
Horallisss

TRV 5 TR AT A Sy
i e e
A N :
| y ;
» »

Louis Esnault was an architect of
the Batiments de France (Buildings ;
of France) who restored this el

house. This half- timbered house
is an upper middle-class house
from the 16" C.

Picture to Immediate Right: The
top floor is half —timbered with
beams forming Saint Andrew’s
crosses.

The end of each joist (between top
floor and ground floor) is carved ) e o e |

with medallions and human heads. i | = s B e de et e )

AN R R Sy
N P G

Maison & pans de bois, demeure bourgeoise du XVI™ sidele. \
La fagade en pierre au rez-de-chaussée est soulignée par des \
pilastres d’époque Renaissance. , ‘
Létage, en léger encorbellement, est constitué de décharges formant |
des croix de Saint-André. \ 7
Les extrémités des solives présentent des médaillons et des bustes ‘\ é

sculptés.

Picture Far Upper Right: The

ground floor stone fagade features [ : b T I
- . = 5 = 3 - A ey o, - } = = v 2 Lowis Esnaudt w.u.'zn;nr/t/l'lz'dzy"//mB.i/{'lnt'ntstA’Fr&nce It/ho ms[oreh [ L;I ouse.

Renaissance pilasters. e e S T n

The corbelled first floor is half-timbered with beams forming Saint Andrew's |

crosses.
The end of each joist is carved with medallions and humans heads.
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A large part of the town of Chateaudun was destroyed during a fire that swept the town in 1723. Here are some
pictures of buildings and gates that survived. They are located on the southwestern edge of the old town.




SOME OF THE MEDIEVAL TOWN WALLS ON THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE OLD TOWN




Left: ST PIERRE DESCENT 200 steps from the old city center of Chateaudun to the
Jardin des Grandes Moulins at the foot of the castle along the Loire River below.
Right: View from the clifftop in the old city center of Chateaudun.




BELOW: MAISON DITE DES ARCHITECTES DU
CHATEAU
This house was built in the first half of the 16t C.

BELOW: At the foot of the Chateau along Rue des Fouleries. The location
of the former ST MEDARD’S CHURCH is outlined in red. It was one of the
oldest churches in Chateaudun. The church was set on fire during the
French Wars of Religion in 1590, it was partially rebuilt and used during
the French Revolution. The western part of the church was destroyed in
1851 to widen the road.




GRAND MOULINS SITE at the base of the Chateau Chateaudun.
The old water mill (outlined in red) has now been transformed into a gite for guests to the area.




Chemin de la Belle-Arrivée: A beautiful walk along the northern shore of the Loir River.
It starts at the base of the Chateau Chateaudun.




Bois des Gats
Ville de Chateaudun
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;.v‘,_" Walking in Marie Chevreau’s footsteps? We walked along a part of the Camino de Santiago route (a variant of the Paris

- route through Chartes and Chateaudun to Tours)
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to the Le Bois Des Gats- a natural park .



HISTORICAL CHATEAUDUN

A fortified Gallic town inhabited by the Carnuti overlooked the Loir from the heights of the rocky crag, on the

site of the current town. The Celtic word “dun” means a fortified high place and is present in the town’s name.

The first fief count of Chateaudun was Thibaud le Tricheur, first count of Blois and later of Tours, Chartres and

Chateaudun, in the mid-tenth century. The town was already defended by a fortified castle made of wood and

a wall that got progressively larger through the Middle Ages. Le Dunois remained in the hands of the Counts of

Blois for almost 450 years, down to the fifteenth century — the counts delegated local authority onto

viscounts.

Duke Louis d’Orléans acquired the earldoms of Blois and Dunois in the late fourteenth century, together with

the vice-earldom of Chateaudun.

The town prospered up to the seventeenth century thanks to the textile industry and the production of

woolen cloth, serge and covers. Tanneries prospered, and textile craftsmen made great use of the mills along

the River Loir. Chateaudun also grew numerous crops and there were plenty of vineyards — another important '

aspect was the production of cereals.

On June 20,1723, a terrible fire destroyed most of the high part of the town (the castle, the abbey of La

Madeleine, and some streets between the two monuments, including the Rue Saint Lubin, were preserved).

The State sent the royal architect Jules Michel Hardouin to design a new plan for the town. The town was We stayed at “Le Relais Dunois de

rebuilt in the classical style, a sober and refined planning model. The new town was organized around a large  Napoleon” (outlined in red) located in the
. 18t C square in the center of the town.

new rectangular square which became the heart of the town.

Since the Middle Ages there had always been numerous religious buildings in the town — over twenty

churches and chapels for a town of 5,000 or 6,000 inhabitants, although some of these buildings that had

survived the fire or been rebuilt were finally destroyed in the Revolution when religious buildings were sold

off and for some, mutilated. Of the seven parishes from before the Revolution, only three remained after

1795: La Madeleine, Saint Valérien and Saint Jean.

Source: https://www.chateaudun-tourisme.fr/en/plan/visits/history-of-the-town Accessed 7 September 2023



https://www.chateaudun-tourisme.fr/en/plan/visits/history-of-the-town

CHATEAUDUN TODAY

LOCATION: Chateaudun is a commune in the Eure-et-Loir department in Northern France, o Chateaudun
within the Centre-Val-de-Loire Region of France. It is located about 45 km northwest of

Orléans, and about 50 km south-southwest of Chartres. It lies on the river Loir, a tributary of

the Sarthe. The Loir and Loire Rivers —are not the same river. The Loir River and its valley is

geographically close to the Loire River and its’ valley, but they are two separate Rivers and

Valleys. (see location map on the right). The chateau in town is known as being the first on

the road to the Loire Valley from Paris.

POPULATION:In 2020 just under 13,000 /1 B
ECONOMY:The area is rich agricultural land, but a major oo i " i
local employer is the Chateaudun Air Base just to the Coteaux du LoTres\/ chateau

w_ ——

east of the town, and much larger than the town itself.

My visit to Chateaudun was short and focused on the old
part of the town where Marie Chevreau and her family K
would have spent some of their daily lives. The tourist

Information center provided a useful map for a walk

around the historic center of Chateaudun. An afternoon was spent in the countryside along
the Loir river, imagining that | was walking and making footsteps where Marie Chevreau
walked during the years of her life in France.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%A2teaudun and https://bubblyprofessor.com/2020/02/02/confusion-corner-loir-not-loire
Accessed 7 September 2023



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%A2teaudun_Air_Base
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%A2teaudun
https://bubblyprofessor.com/2020/02/02/confusion-corner-loir-not-loire
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