
Chemins du Fontenay-le-Comte 
September 2018

Footsteps in the town of Fontenay-le-Comte where Pierre Michaud my 7th great grandfather (matrilineal 
line) was born and lived, before he left  France.
And footsteps in the countryside surrounding Fontenay-le-Comte while I completed an ancestral camino 
walk during September 0f 2018.



ORIGIN FILE FOR my ancestor Pierre Michaud who was a PIONEER in NEW FRANCE see https://www.fichierorigine.com/

https://www.fichierorigine.com/


NOTRE DAME DE 
FONTENAY-LE-COMTE
Pierre Michaud was 
baptized here in 1637
Unfortunately, the church 
was closed when I visited.

Like many of the churches 
around the world there 
has been a series of 
events over the centuries:
The church was rebuilt in 
the 15thC, damaged 
during the wars of 
religion in the 16th C, was 
transformed during the  
18th C and finally a series 
of restorations took place 
during the 19th and 20th

centuries.
Source: 
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89
glise_Notre-Dame_de_Fontenay-le-
Comte



FONTENAY-LE-COMTE
The Hotel de Ville 
(City hall) with some 
humorous “living” 
sculptures in front



The Vendee River flows through the center of  Fontenay-le-Comte.
Looking South off Pont Neuf.



The Vendee River flows through the center of  Fontenay-le-Comte.
Looking North-East off Pont Neuf.



This chateau is located a short walk from the center of Fontenay-le-
Comte, unfortunately it was closing just as I arrived. This building was 
standing when Pierre Michaud lived in the town.



Looking back at Fontenay-le-Comte (the spire of Notre Dame is prominent)  as I make 
footsteps completing an ancestral camino walk in the vendee department of France 
during September 2018.



Views of the French countryside as I walked 
from St-Michel-Le-Cloucq (5 km NE of Fontenay) 
to Xanton-Chassenon (10km East of Fontenay) 
along a windy ridge.



FONTENAY-le-COMTE TODAY

LOCATION: The town of Fontenay-le-Comte is located on the South Vendée River.  
Niort is 32 km to the south-east; La Rochelle is 42 km to the south-west; 
Chantonnay is 30 km to the north-west.

POPULATION: 2019 just over 13,000

MAIN ECONONMIC ACTIVITIES:  
Land cover for the municipality is marked by the importance of Agriculture as 
Agriculture land accounts for 65% of the land in the municipality, followed by 
Urban at 21% and industrial at 10%.  The following information is for the 
“Commune of Fontenay-le-Comte” which includes 114 municipalities: New jobs are 
found primarily in the services sector with more than 75% of new jobs, industry 
provides 17%, construction 6% and agriculture only 1%.

When I was walking on my ancestral camino from Chantonnay to St Hilaire du 
Palud, during September 2018, accommodation was not readily available for the 
last two stages of the walk.  So, I stayed in Fontenay-le-Comte.  At the time I had 
not completed the research for my matrilineal ancestral lineage, so I was not aware 
that I have an ancestor that was born in this town.  Nice subsequent discovery!

Sources: https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fontenay-le-Comte Accessed 13 August 2022

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fontenay-le-Comte

