
Footsteps to historical sites, museums and libraries in Old Montreal (Vieux Montreal), Quebec.
Footsteps to Notre Dame Basilica where many of my ancestors were baptized or married in the 
former church buildings on this site.
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Pointe-à-Callière Museum

Located on the site of the original Fort Ville-Marie



THE SITE OF MONTREAL’S FOUNDING 
–BETWEEN THE LITTLE (PETITE) RIVER and the SAINT LAWRENCE RIVER



THE FOUNDING OF MONTREAL: MAY 17, 1642

This is a very moving exhibit: “Where Montreal Began” in the
Pointe-à-Callière Museum. 



1642-1648 1649-1672

VILLE MARIE 1642 to 1672: Within 30 years Montreal was established.
My ancestress Jeanne Loisel was one of the first white girls born (1649) in the settlement.  Her father (Louis Loisel) had 
arrived in Montreal prior to 1648 when he was married, the wedding was attended by Maisonneuve-governor of the Island.



ÎLE DE MONTRÉAL
This display presents the 
changes to Montreal over 
more than 400 years.  The 
growth of Montreal since 
1900 is particularly striking.
Most of my direct ancestors 
moved from Montreal prior to 
this date.  Only the Timm 
lineage (of my paternal  
Grandmother) includes some 
ancestors living in Montreal 
after 1900.

Communities are noted in yellow

Mount Royal



This image of Montreal around 1685 enables us to imagine 
the town and its immediate surroundings at the time

Notre Dame



Here is a snapshot of the village along St Paul Street.  
Copied from the booklet  “In the footsteps of Marguerite Bourgeoys”.

IMAGES OF MONTREAL 1682 and 1685 

Here is another image of Montreal 
during the early years of 
settlement. This image is from the 
Marguerite Bourgeois Museum. 



THE PIONEER MONUMENT OF MONTREAL
This Obelisk is located very close to the Pointe-à-Callière 
Museum.  It has plaques honoring the founders of 
Montreal and the early settlers (see below).



NOTRE-DAME BASILICA 2021
Due to COVID the cathedral was 
only open on a limited basis.



The Notre-Dame Church circa 1828, with the present-day basilica being built behind it.  
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notre-Dame_Basilica_(Montreal) Accessed 30 September 2021

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notre-
Dame_Church_(Montreal)
Accessed August 2021.

NOTRE DAME CHURCH HISTORY
From 1642 to 1657, Ville Marie was a Jesuit mission and the chapel in the fort 
was used for public worship until the construction of the chapel of the Hotel-
Dieu.  In 1657, the Sulpicians arrived in Montreal to establish a parish.  The 
cornerstone of the first Notre-Dame church was laid 1672 and the parish was 
created in 1678, but the church was not ready for worshippers until 1683.   Source: 

In the Footsteps of Marguerite Bourgeoys in Montreal, 2nd edition, Marguerite Bourgeoys Museum, page 12.

NOTRE-DAME and my Family History
Here  is a preliminary list of the ancestral events that took place here:
24/071649  Baptism Jeanne Loisel my 8th ggm
23/11/1666 Wedding Jean Beauchamp my 8th ggf + Jeanne Loisel
24/02/1668 Wedding Pierre Barbary dit Grandmaison + Marie Lebrun

In-laws to my Forefather Pierre Jamme dit Carrier
16/08/1669 Baptism firstborn Jean Beauchamp and Jeanne Loisel died at birth
11/09/1670 Baptism Marie Francoise Beauchamp 2nd child
23/11/1671 Wedding my Forefather Guillaume Labelle + Anne Charbonneau and 
my Forefather Pierre Payette dit St Amour to Louise Tessier
03/11/1672 Baptism Francoise Beauchamp -3rd child
01/10/1689 Wedding Antoine Pilon + Marie Anne Brunet my 8th ggm
09/12/1689 Baptism Jean Marie Pilon my 7th ggm
25/10/1700 Wedding Francois Meloche my 6th ggf + Marie Mouflet 
31/08/1701 Baptism Pierre Meloche first born son of Francois and Marie

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notre-Dame_Basilica_(Montreal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notre-Dame_Church_(Montreal)


SAINT SULPICE SEMINARY 
This is adjacent to the  NOTRE DAME BASILICA 

Jacques Beauchamp 
(older brother to  
Jean Beauchamp my 
8th ggf) was a 
carpenter.  He was 
recruited by Gabriel 
Souart, a Sulpician 
superior to assist 
with the construction 
of the Sulpician 
residences and 
seminary.



Notre-Dame-de-Bon-
Secours Chapel
The museum is on the left (brown door) 

SIDE VIEW

In the footsteps of Marguerite Bourgeoys in Montreal



My ancestral research to date has 
found ties to 9 Filles du Roy

My ancestress Jeanne Loisel was one of Marguerite’s first students

Marguerite Bourgeoys 
sailed across the Atlantic 
several times 

In 1659 the Saint-Andre brought 
Marguerite Bourgeoys, other sisters 
and priests, plus soldiers, engaged 
farmers and tradesmen and several 
families from La Rochelle to Montreal.  
Although it is believed that almost 200 
passengers made this journey –only 
120 have been identified.  It is likely 
that Jacques Beauchamp and his wife 
were on board, it also possible that 
Jean Beauchamp  my 8th ggf sailed 
together with his older brother.

In the footsteps of Marguerite Bourgeoys in Montreal



Here is the plaque that commemorates the 
actual site of Montreal’s first stable school 
established by Marguerite Bourgeoys, 
along with pictures of the site location.  

In the footsteps of Marguerite Bourgeoys in Montreal

The names of some of the first children to 
frequent this school have come down to 
us: Jeanne Loisel, Jean Desroches, 
Charlotte Chauvin, Leger Hebert, 
Mathurine Juillet, Marie Lucault, Francois 
Prudhomme, Paul Tessier.
Source: In the Footsteps of Marguerite 
Bourgeoys in Montreal, 2nd edition, 
Marguerite Bourgeoys Museum, page 7.



A small park in old Montreal 
with a life-like statue pays 
homage to Marguerite.

In the footsteps of Marguerite Bourgeoys in Montreal



Historic Site and Museum of Montreal



The Chateau Ramsay has 
an amazing number of 
exhibits –starting with this 
Indigenous model to 
mock-ups of life in the 17th

to 19th  centuries in New 
France.  
A lot of these mock-ups 
were for upper class –not 
the most relevant to my 
ancestry.



Location of the original fort 
–today the Point Calliere 
Museum stands on this spot

Location of the fortified wall of Montreal 
–it was not military grade but  served to 
define the town’s boundaries.

This map image shows the extent of the fortified 
wall of Montreal, initially a wooden palisade 
then later built of stone in the 18th century.



HERE IS A MOCK-UP THAT I FOUND INTERESTING



During my visit to Montreal, I spent some time at the 
BAnQ Grande Bibliothèque.  I obtained a pass to 
access the Parchemin database and consulted various 
reference books.

I also spent a few 
hours at the BAnQ 
Vieux-Montréal one 
afternoon.



St Paul Street

Place d’Armes

Saint Catherine Street 

Notre-Dame

St Vincent Street

St Paul Street


