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Footsteps in the borough (arrondissement) of Lachine within the city of Montreal, Quebec.
Footsteps to Eglise Des Saints-Angie-Gardien where many of my ancestors were baptized, 
married or buried.
Footsteps walking from the fur trading post along the Lachine Canal to the ancestral 
homestead of Francois Meloche.  (See my blog post The Meloche Family Homestead)



This is the Fur Trade National Historic Site at Lachine. 
The building was built 1803 –which is nearly 100 years after 
my ancestors first settled in the area nearby.  



SOME FUR TRADE 
EXHIBITS:
My ancestry includes 
many voyageurs in 
particular -
5 Sons of my ancestor 
Francois Meloche 
(Marie Mouflet)  and 5 
sons of another 
ancestor Rene Reaume 
(Marie Chevreau).



EGLISE DES SAINTS-ANGES-GARDIENS 

The parish at Lachine was founded in 1676, over the 
years a wooden chapel, then a stone church (1703), 
then a gothic style church (1865) and finally a neo-
roman style church were built on this site.



Source: https://www.paroissesaintsanges.com/a-propos Accessed 3 August 2021

RIGHT: A picture of the replica of the first wooden chapel 
of Eglise des Saints-Anges-Gardiens, initially within the 
walls of Fort Lachine.

https://www.paroissesaintsanges.com/a-propos


Image Source: Désiré Girouard, Lake Saint Louis Old and New and Cavelier de La Salle (Montreal: Poirier, Bessette and Co, 1893), page 49.

Image of the stone church of Lachine which was inaugurated in 1703. EGLISE DES SAINTS-ANGES GARDIENS 
and my Family History
Here is a partial list of ancestral events 
that took place here:
13/07/1682 Anne Mouflet (older sister to 
Marie Mouflet) wedding age 12.  
18/02/1686 Wedding Guillaume Daoust + 
Marie Madeleine Lalonde.
7/02/1701 Wedding Claude Aumay + 
Charlotte Badel.
25/10/1702 Marie Jeanne Aumay Baptism + 
3 more Aumay/Badel children baptized here 
incl Claude Aumay father to Marie Aumais 
5th ggm
23/04/1704 Jean Baptiste Meloche Baptism 
+ 8 more Meloche/Mouflet children 
baptized here.
01/02/1706 Wedding Jacques Proulx + 
Jeanne Pilon  my 7th ggm
02/04/1717 Francois 11 baptism my 5th ggf
29/07/1722 Marie Blanchard Burial.
16/08/1729 Wedding Pierre Meloche 
(Francois son) + Jeanne Caron.
14/09/1741 Francois Meloche Burial. 



EGLISE DES SAINTS-ANGES-GARDIENS
A funeral was in progress, so no entry was permitted. 



Walking east along the St Lawrence River towards Dorval.
The Lachine Lighthouse is in the distance (circled). There is 

both a foot path and bike path along the river.



Dixie and Dorval Islands are now 
visible on the horizon.  The park is 
on the former site of Fort Rolland.



Continuing east along the St Lawrence River towards Dorval 
and the Meloche Family homestead.



*Source: https://grandquebec.com/montreal-touristique/ Accessed 4 August 2021
** Source: Désiré Girouard, Lake Saint Louis Old and New and Cavelier de La Salle (Montreal: Poirier, Bessette and Co, 1893),  p 245.

Maison Quesnel at 5010 St Joseph Boulevard in Lachine.  This 
house was built between 1710 and 1720*.  
The house is located on land granted in 1710 to J.B. Quesnel.**

I used the locations of Maison Quesnel and the Maison 
Picard to help find the location of Maison Meloche.   
Maison Quesnel is  Terrier #442 and #443.

https://grandquebec.com/montreal-touristique/


View of the Dorval Islands (formerly known as the 
Courcelle Islands) as I am approaching the Meloche Family 
Homestead, walking along the St Lawrence River.  

Bushy Island

Dixie Island

Dorval Island



*Source: https://grandquebec.com/montreal-touristique/ Accessed 4 August 2021
** Source: Désiré Girouard, Lake Saint Louis Old and New and Cavelier de La Salle (Montreal: Poirier, Bessette and Co, 1893),  p 245.

MAISON PICARD
at 5530 St Joseph 
Boulevard in Lachine.  

This house was built 
between around 1720 by 
Jean Gabriel Picard.*

The house is located on 
land granted in 1674.  It is 
Terrier #438.**

https://grandquebec.com/montreal-touristique/


The Meloche Family homestead is no longer in Lachine.  It is located just 
within the present-day boundaries of Dorval, which is a suburb of Montreal



Francois Meloche is my ancestor –he sailed from France to New France 
before 1700, the year he married Marie Mouflet.  His grandson Joseph 
Marie Meloche dit Jolicoeur assumed the name of his stepfather (a 
soldier -Joseph Girard dit Jolicoeur).  My great-great grandfather Moise 
Jolicoeur dropped the Meloche surname and only used Jolicoeur.

This is the sign found on the front lawn of 
Maison Meloche which is Terrier #434.



MAISON MELOCHE 
This is the front of the house, picture taken from the street on September 5, 2021.



MAISON MELOCHE 
This is the back of the house, which faces the St Lawrence River.



Below:  View from Maison Meloche looking 
south across the River to Dixie Island.

Above:  View from Maison Meloche looking 
east back towards Montreal.  The remains 
of the Horse Ferry Boat landing are just 
visible (see the rocks by the tree).


